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Today, Ethiopians at home and abroad rejoice as one in celebration of the first day of
Meskerem, the start of the Ethiopian year of 2005. In honor of this particular New Year, the
Ministry of Justice Pardon Board announced Monday, September 10, 2012, that over 1,950
prisoners have been granted pardon and will be freed at an upcoming mass amnesty ceremony
in celebration of the New Year. Among those pardoned include two Swedish journalists, Johan
Persson and Martin Schibbye, who have been imprisoned in Ethiopia for more than a year.

Ethiopia’s Pardon and Amnesty Law allows prison inmates to be granted a pardon when they
have shown sincere remorse for crimes for which they were jailed. According to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the decision to pardon the 1,950 prisoners was approved while the late Prime
Minster Meles Zenawi was still in office — yet another tribute to the legacy of the long-time
Ethiopian leader, and a symbol of the compassion, empathy and good faith of the Ethiopian
community.

As Founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional Ethiopia and Ethiopian American Caucus, | am
touched by this gesture of generosity and forward vision. On behalf of the Congressional
Caucus on Ethiopia and Ethiopian Americans, | wish all Ethiopians, Ethiopian-Americans, their
friends, families and supporters a peaceful Meskerem as you celebrate the passing of seasons
from darkness to light, and harsh rains to sunshine. As the highland fields turn to gold and the
Meskal daisies burst into flower across your homeland, let us come together to ensure
opportunity, prosperity and peace for all into the new year.

Sincerely, s/ Michael M. Honda MEMBER OF CONGRESS Founder, Chair of
Congressional Ethiopia and Ethiopian American Caucus
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The Congressional Caucus on Ethiopia and Ethiopian-Americans works to strengthen the
relationship between the United States and Ethiopia and is a legislative voice for
Ethiopian-Americans across the United States. The Caucus serves the Ethiopian-American
community as it continues to grow in population and influence, and supports the community’s
interests both here and in Ethiopia. For more information on please call (202) 225-2631 or visit
http:// honda.house.gov/ethiopia.shtml.
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