
Proposition 8 Overturned!

Written by Mike Honda

Equality prevailed yesterday, when a federal judge in California rightfully ruled that Proposition
8, the voter approved ballot measure that banned same-sex unions, “violated the federal
constitutional rights of gays and lesbians to marry the partners of their choice.”

  

 

  

I am committed to ensuring that LGBT couples share the same benefits afforded to
heterosexual couples—both in marriage, and in immigration status. To this end, I have
introduced the Reuniting Families Act, H.R. 2709, which will reduce family immigration visa
backlogs, promote humane and timely reunification of immigrant families, and eliminate
discrimination against LGBT families throughout our immigration laws.

  

 

  

A couple’s decision to join their lives together is a special, private, and joyous choice and I do
not support any efforts to limit this opportunity to heterosexual couples. Homosexual couples
should not be denied the right to shoulder the responsibilities and duties afforded automatically
to heterosexual couples by the civil benefits of marriage – for example, the right to visit a sick or
injured partner in the hospital, domestic violence protection, bereavement leave, or inheritance
rights.

  

 

  

Everyone in America should have the right to live open lives within society, free from prejudice,
intolerance, and fear, irrespective of race, ethnicity, age and sexual orientation and gender.
While yesterday’s Proposition 8 ruling was not the end of the LGBT community’s struggle for
equality, it was a step forward for our state in a fight for civil and human rights.
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