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Today, families in America and throughout the world observe the first day of Diwali, otherwise
known as the Festival of Lights. Many Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and some Buddhists observe this
important holiday by lighting the Diya lamp, symbolizing the triumph of good over evil and
knowledge over ignorance. This year’s holiday is made even more memorable with the election
of the first Hindu member of Congress, Tulsi Gabbard, and the first Buddhist Senator, Mazie
Hirono. Today, we wish our friends celebrating a Happy Diwali and Saal Mubarak.”|
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