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A Quality Education

  

for Each and Every Child

  

 

  

Each and every child deserves a quality education that ensures them the opportunity to do well.
As a former high school teacher, principal, and school board member, education has always
been my top priority. I believe that the greatest investment a nation can make is the education
of its youth. Quality education assures the economic competitiveness of the nation, advances
the arts and sciences, and provides the means for people to achieve individual success.

  

As a Member of the House Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related
Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee, I am working to improve our nation’s investment in
education in a number of important areas:

    
    -  Educational Equity   
    -  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education   
    -  Early Childhood Education   
    -  Student Privacy   
    -  IDEA: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act   
    -  English Language Learners   
    -  Teacher Quality   
    -  Impact in our Congressional District   

  

  

Educational Equity
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Education

I believe that it is the right of each and every child to receive a quality education.  Sadly, our
separate and unequal schools and the mechanisms that determine funding for them have
allowed educational inequalities to exist.  The vast majority of students of color are being served
by poor schools - under-funded schools with outdated, dilapidated facilities, crowded
classrooms, and insufficient textbooks.  To address the widespread disparity in the quality of
education and opportunities children receive through the public school system, I introduced
legislation to convene an independent group of educational leaders to examine the situation,
and through my role as an appropriator I was able to create the Equity and Excellence
Commission.  In February 2013, the commission released a report outlining comprehensive
recommendations to improve the public education system.  To learn more about this issue,
please see my webpage on educational equity.   I will be working with the President, the
Department of Education, and my colleagues in Congress to enact the recommendations
presented in this report.

  

 

  

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Education

  

For America to remain a leader in innovation and competitive in the global economy, it is
necessary to provide children with a 21st century education.  To that end, it is imperative to
improve the quality, quantity, and diversity of the Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) workforce. In 2008, I worked with then-Senator Barack Obama to
introduce the Enhancing STEM Education Act  which sought to enhance the coordination
among state and federal governments to improve STEM education by creating a committee on
STEM education at the Office of Science and Technology Policy and an Office of STEM at the
Department of Education, instituting a voluntary State Consortium on STEM education, and
creating a National STEM Education Research Repository. Portions of this bill were enacted in
the America COMPETES Act reauthorization.

  

 

  

To build upon this progress, I will soon be introducing the Stepping Up to STEM Act, which will
continue to seek to raise the profile of STEM at the Department of Education, fund the
development of educational technologies through an Advanced Research Projects Agency for
Education (ARPA-Ed), and foster collaboration within state STEM networks to establish
common STEM educational goals. The bill is supported by numerous national, state, and local

 2 / 6

http://honda.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=6&amp;Itemid=78
http://honda.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=92:estem-recentlegislation&amp;catid=13&amp;Itemid=210


Education

education and science and technology groups. 

  

 

  

Additionally, to address concerns about America’s competitive position in the global economy, I
introduced the INVENT Act  (Innovations for our Nation’s Vital Educational Needs for
Technology) in both 109th and 110th Congresses). The bill would develop curriculum tools for
use in teaching innovation and fostering inventiveness at the K-16 level. Provisions of the
INVENT Act were included in the America COMPETES Act , which
was reauthorized in 2010.

  

 

  

To instill interest and a strong foundation in STEM knowledge and skills, we must start early. To
accomplish this, I will soon be introducing my Elementary Educator STEM Content Coach
Act .  This bill would offer competitive grants to
state educational agencies to develop a cohort of elementary educators with deep content
knowledge in STEM disciplines, in order to train and improve STEM knowledge and skills of all
elementary school teachers.

  

 

  

Early Childhood Education

  

The care and encouragement children receive from birth provides a foundation for life and
greatly influences their future success. Children thrive in safe, nurturing, and healthy
environments. That is why I support programs such as Early Head Start and Head Start, which
provide significant support to young children and their families. By the time many of our most
vulnerable children reach school age, they are already significantly behind their peers. If we are
going to increase opportunities for youth, we must begin by addressing the factors that will
prepare these children to be ready to learn when they enter school. Improving access to
high-quality and affordable child care will support working families and ensure their children are
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http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.H.R.1492:
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:H.R.5116:


Education

ready to enter kindergarten.

  

 

  

Student Privacy

  

Did you know that the No Child Left Behind Act (also known as the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act) law requires your child’s high school to divulge his or her personal information to
military recruiters?  I am seeking to change this through my Student Privacy and Protection Act
(H.R. 392), which would reverse this little known provision of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act that requires school districts to give military recruiters the names, addresses, and
telephone numbers of students, unless their parents “opt-out” of the list.  The Student Privacy
Protection Act will change the military recruitment provision of No Child Left Behind from an
“opt-out” system to “opt-in”.

  

 

  

I respect the right of an individual to choose to enter the military. I also respect the duty of the
armed forces to engage in a recruiting process. Recruiting efforts, however, should honor the
privacy rights of individuals and families. Many constituents brought this matter to my attention.
Parents expressed frustration that their children were persistently being contacted at home by
military recruiters, and wanted to know how the military gained access to their personal contact
information without their consent.

  

 

  

My legislation would honor both the recruiting needs of our military and your family’s privacy
rights. Parents privacy rights would be preserved since under my legislation information would
only be shared with the consent of the family.
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  IDEA: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
  

We will not achieve equity in education simply from equal funding. There are many students
who need additional resources in order to receive equal opportunities. To truly grant all students
equal opportunities, children from low income households, English language learners, and
students with disabilities need special accommodations and assistance. That is why I strongly
support strengthening the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and have led
efforts in Congress to fully fund IDEA.

  

 

  

 

  Improving Assessments of English Language Learners
  

Navigating the American education system is a daunting task, especially for parents of English
Language Learners (ELL) who do not speak English. Often, there is a communication gap
between schools and ELL parents/guardians because of this language barrier. In the case that
a native language assessment is not available for an ELL, I have recommended that parents
and guardians be granted the right to request an assessment in the student’s native language.
This right should be clearly communicated to parents/guardians in their native language.

  

 

  

In addition to a written notice, I suggested that a community liaison be dispatched to
communicate this right to parents/guardians. In addition, I have been working closely with the
House Committee on Education and the Workforce to include language in any ESEA
reauthorization legislation that will require states to disaggregate data to capture all the
sub-groups in the Asian American and Pacific Islander community.
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  Teaching, Leading, and Learning
  

Teachers are on the frontlines of educating children every day, and thus it is paramount that
America prepares the best possible workforce to prepare our nation’s children.  In 2003, I
introduced the Teacher Mentoring Act . Through bipartisan negotiations, I was able to get the
bill, included in the Ready to Teach Act , which was
passed by the House of Representatives. The legislation authorized grants to local educational
agencies for teacher mentoring programs.  In the 113
th

Congress, I have prepared the Educator Preparation Reform Act which will address the
challenges of attracting and retaining teachers who are well-prepared at rigorous clinical
programs.  

  

 

  At the Local Level
  

Seeking to address the educational needs of the Silicon Valley region, I have secured funding
for a number of innovative local projects including: the Synopsis Silicon Valley Science and
Technology Outreach Foundation; the Resource Area for Teachers; Santa Clara University’s
Learning Commons and Library; San Jose Unified School District’s Student Risk Assessment
and Management Protocol project; Silicon Valley Education Foundation’s Inspiring Education
Excellence in Silicon Valley; Walden West Foundation’s Science Learning project; the City of
San Jose Child Care Tax Credit Outreach and Education Program; the Tech Museum of
Innovation’s Virtual Science Theater; renovations to the De Anza College planetarium; the
Center for Training and Careers; San Jose Early Start/Great Start; Central County Occupational
Center’s fire science education program; and San Jose State University for educating the next
generation of weather forecasters.
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