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Established in 1994, the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC) is currently
comprised of 43 Members of Congress of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) descent
or who have a strong dedication to promoting the well-being and elevating the voice of the AAPI
community. According to the 2010 census, AAPIs are the fastest-growing racial group, with
more than 17 million AAPIs living in the United States.

  

After serving as CAPAC Chair for an unprecedented 7 years over four Congresses
(2004-2011), I was proud to hand over the gavel to my colleague and dear friend,
Congresswoman Judy Chu. It has been an honor to continue serving our community as CAPAC
Chair Emeritus, Immigration Taskforce Chair, and Appropriations Taskforce Chair. To visit
CAPAC's website, please click here.

  

  

 

  

My Work as CAPAC Chair Emeritus

  

CAPAC Congressional Ceremony for Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
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    On May 8, 2012, I proudly celebrated the 20th Anniversary of Asian Pacific American HeritageMonth with the Democratic Leadership, plus over 300 AAPI community leaders from across thecountry and the territories. This year's theme for APA Heritage Month was "Striving forExcellence in Leadership, Diversity, and Inclusion"—three important principles that we haveseen through the growing and historic number of AAPIs in all facets of society – from public toprivate and from federal and judicial to entertainment sectors. Throughout APA Heritage Monthand beyond, we must ensure that America as a whole sees firsthand our valuable contributionsand legacy.       Meeting with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau  

      On May 16, 2012, CAPAC met with Richard Cordray, Director of the Consumer FinancialProtection Bureau, and Stuart Ishimaru, Director of Office of Minority and Women Inclusion.AAPI communities across the country are acutely impacted by consumer finance and fairlending issues. With one-third of AAPIs being limited English proficient, the AAPI community isespecially vulnerable to predatory and discriminatory lending practices. I urged CFPB – ournation's consumer financial watchdog – to ensure culturally and linguistically appropriateoutreach and services, and financial proficiency and transparent mortgage serving standards forAAPIs.     Meeting with Pew Research Center  
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    On May 16, 2012, CAPAC met with Richard Cordray, Director of the Consumer FinancialProtection Bureau, and Stuart Ishimaru, Director of Office of Minority and Women Inclusion.AAPI communities across the country are acutely impacted by consumer finance and fairlending issues. With one-third of AAPIs being limited English proficient, the AAPI community isespecially vulnerable to predatory and discriminatory lending practices. I urged CFPB – ournation's consumer financial watchdog – to ensure culturally and linguistically appropriateoutreach and services, and financial proficiency and transparent mortgage serving standards forAAPIs.    Meeting with US Attorney General Eric Holder  
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    On September 11, 2012, CAPAC met with US Attorney General Eric Holder to discuss andfollow up on issues important to AAPIs, such as racial profiling by NYPD, and racially andreligiously insensitive training materials used by FBI's Quantico training ground, and theDepartment of Justice's assurance of voter protection, for the upcoming election.          Meeting with Newly-elected AAPI Members of Congress  
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  On November 29, 2012, I met with newly-elected AAPI Members of Congress, Dr. Ami Bera,Grace Meng, and Mark Takano. 2012 was a historic election season and turnout for the AAPIcommunity, and I was proud to welcome into the next 113th Congress, The entire class ofnewly-elected AAPI Members – Bera, Meng, Takano, Tammy Duckworth and Tulsi Gabbard –bring a fresh perspective and rich expertise in health, veterans affairs, education, health andeconomic policies. I look forward to working alongside them, and continue to address the needsand celebrate the diversity and successes of the AAPI community.    Meeting with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan  

  On November 16, 2011, CAPAC members met with U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncanand White House Initiative on AAPIs Executive Director Kiran Ahuja to address the educationalneeds of AAPI students.  As the principal author of the Equity and Excellence Commission inthe Department of Education, I reiterated the need for the Secretary to prioritize educationalequity within the AAPI community.  I also encouraged the Secretary to expand the AsianAmerican and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions (AANAPISI) program, whichgives grants to institutions to serve underrepresented AAPI students.    Meeting with Comcast and NBC Universal Senior Executives  
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  Starting in January of 2011, we began to see the benefits of the Comcast and NBC Universalmemorandum of understanding reach the AAPI community.  I proudly supported ChairwomanChu in a meeting with senior NBC executives to follow up with several of these commitments,including greater corporate diversity, investments in AAPI programming, and AAPIrepresentatives in the mainstream media.    Summit for Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions  

  On March 16, 2012, I delivered the keynote address at the first-ever Asian American and NativeAmerican Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions (AANAPISI) Western Regional Summit at DeAnza College.  Since being established in 2007, the AANAPISI program has made amonumental difference in the lives of AAPI students by providing critical resources for collegeaccess and success.  The Summit reminded us of the serious need to address the ModelMinority Myth, and to educate the broader community on the significant educational and culturalbarriers facing AAPI youth nationwide.  As Appropriations Taskforce Chair of the CongressionalAsian Pacific American Caucus, I will continue to advocate for funding of equitable education forAAPI students, and ensure the AANAPISI program is a chief priority in Congress.          My Work as CAPAC Immigration Taskforce Chair    Support for Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals  
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    On August 2, 2012, CAPAC met with Members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus,Congressional Black Caucus, and the Progressive Caucus at a press conference to proudlystand with President Obama's landmark decision to protect young, hardworking, high-achieving,undocumented people from deportation, also known as Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals(DACA). I urged immigrant youth to come forward and apply for deferred action, and to becautious of lawyers and scam artists charging insurmountable fees to prepare the DACAapplications. I pledged to work with President Obama's Administration to ensure efficientimplementation of DACA, and use the policy as a stepping stone to build support andmomentum for comprehensive immigration reform.        Meeting with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Senior-level Officials    On Wednesday, July 25, 2012, CAPAC met with John Sandweg, Senior Counselor to theSecretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and Seth Grossman, Chief ofStaff at the DHS Office of the General Counsel, to discuss the implementation of DACA. I urgedthe senior level DHS officials to establish safeguards to protect the confidentiality of applicants'parents and families, as well as provide a thorough list of exclusionary factors. I also askedDHS to extend DACA eligibility to individuals currently enrolled in general educationdevelopment (GED) certificate programs, and identify eligible individuals currently in deportationproceedings or immigrant detention.    The senior officials reiterated their commitment to an effective and efficient operation, andwelcomed CAPAC's assistance and input throughout DACA's implementation.  Meeting with President Obama  
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  On September 23, 2011, CAPAC held a historic first meeting with President Obama, where Iurged the President to support all provisions of the Reuniting Families Act  in comprehensiveimmigration reform.  The President affirmed that family reunification cannot be sacrificed whendeveloping a comprehensive immigration package.  I also asked the President to oppose any effort to expand the E-Verify program due to itsdetrimental effects on AAPI workers and small business owners.  Nearly 60 percent of all AAPIsare foreign-born, and E-Verify is 30 times more likely to report erroneous TentativeNon-Confirmations for naturalized citizens.  The President shared CAPAC’s concerns aboutE-Verify in its current form and added that the Administration would not take any major stepsforward without consulting CAPAC first.     Meeting with U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano  

  On October 12, 2011, CAPAC members met with U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)Secretary Janet Napolitano to discuss a number of issues, including family reunification,prosecutorial discretion, DREAM-eligible students, Transportation Security Administrationscreenings, and issues related to the Territories.  I urged the Secretary to ensure thatDREAM-eligible students and other low-priority individuals are not deported, according to theJune 17, 2011 Prosecutorial Discretion Memorandum by Immigration and CustomsEnforcement (ICE) Director John Morton.  The Secretary reiterated her support of the DREAMAct and focusing DHS resources on high-priority deportations.    My Work as CAPAC Appropriations Taskforce Chair  Drawing upon my experience as a senior member of the House Appropriations Committee, Iserved as this year’s CAPAC Appropriations Taskforce Chair, ensuring that the needs of theAAPI community are included throughout the FY 2013 federal budget and appropriationsprocess.  This year, I advocated for requests that are critical to the well-being of the AAPI community andthe welfare of the nation, including:        -  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (formerly Food Stamps)      -  Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)      -  The Census Bureau      -  Executive Office for Immigration Review      -  Preventing hazing in the armed forces      -  Community Development Financial Institutions Fund      -  Citizenship and Integration Grant Program      -  Department of Homeland Security Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties      -  Japanese American Confinement Sites      -  Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health      -  Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions      -  Department of Health and Human Services Division of Viral Hepatitis      -  Housing Counseling Assistance      -  Fair Housing Initiatives Program    
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http://honda.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=90&amp;Itemid=76

